Press release – Northern Uganda Business Forum for Peace (NUBFP), 12th November 2010 

Noting with concern the violence that has marred the party primaries and campaigns in certain districts ahead of the 2011 General Elections;

Mindful of the disruptions to civic harmony experienced by Ugandans during the 2006 General Elections;
Recalling the destruction of life and property experienced in Kenya during the 2007 elections in that country;  
Grateful for the relative peace enjoyed in this region since the Juba Peace Process, and to the government of Uganda, local government, development partners, investors and civil society for all efforts undertaken hand-in-hand with our community to bring lasting peace and development to this region;

Recognising our responsibility as business leaders within our communities, and that we are often involved in the political process through provision of funding and logistical support to politicians; and 
Cognisant of the enormous costs and losses imposed on business, markets and investment by violence of any sort:
We, the undersigned representatives of the business community in Northern Uganda (Acholi and Lango regions), lend our voice to others calling for a free, fair and peaceful electoral process in 2011.

To the leadership of the Electoral Commission and police: We urge that you take all possible steps to ensure that the electoral process is free and fair, and build public confidence, including through minimising the possibility of electoral fraud. We also demand that election-related public activity be policed with measured and neutral methods respecting the rights provided for in our multi-party system, as well as the overall civic interest and public good.

To politicians in each and every party: We urge you to refrain from using or sponsoring any violent acts or intimidation against your opponents or their supporters whatsoever in the lead up to, during or after the election period. We also call on you to desist from using abusive and divisive language or disrespect during campaigns. We ask that you are mindful at all times of the importance of serving the public with integrity and without corruption, avoiding misuse of public resources for political ends. After long years in camps our people and especially our youth are vulnerable to manipulation and confusion and we urge you to act with honesty and truth in your campaigning. We also expect any politicians that lose in their campaigns to accept their defeat with grace and in such a way that promotes peace and stability at all levels.
To the communities of Acholi and Lango regions: We remind you of your rights as citizens of this country to freely choose the candidate that best expresses your aspirations and priorities. We especially urge our youth to inform yourselves on the detail of different party manifestos and to resist the temptation of voting for a politician simply because they provide some small and immediate contribution to your material well-being and enjoyment. We urge you not to become involved in violent or aggressive acts against another party’s membership at any price, and to respect law and order at all times. After the elections we encourage you to hold your representatives to account at village, sub-county, district and national level by knowing their campaign promises and party commitments and engaging actively in shaping their policies and decision-making to the greatest extent possible.
To the wider business community both in our region and at a national level: We remind you of the enormous costs that violence imposes on our economy overall, and the negative image electoral unrest gives to potential investors and visitors. We urge you to take a zero tolerance approach to electoral violence on the part of your candidates, including through advocating that state security forces police the elections with restraint and in the civic interest; and generally to use your influence for long-term public good over short-term private gain. We also encourage you to consider choosing politicians that have constructive policies to offer the private sector that will create a level playing field to help lift our Ugandan businesses to new levels of growth and prosperity across the country. 
The Members are: (Gulu Chamber of Commerce, Lira Chamber of Commerce, Kitgum Chamber of Commerce, Apac Chamber of Commerce, Kitgum Small Scale Business Association, Gulu Owino Vendors Association, Oyam Chamber of Commerce, Koch Development Association, Through Art Keep Smiling, Acholi Private Sector Foundation, Kitgum Fishmongers Association, Northern Farmers Cooperative Initiative, Amuru District Commercial Farmers Association, DCO-Gulu, Kitgum Joint Forum for Peace and various private businesspeople from these districts)
Northern Uganda Business Forum for Peace (NUBFP) is a non-exclusive grouping of the organisations listed above, that has worked together for over two years to explore the contribution of the local private sector to recovery and peace in this region. These recommendations were developed at two workshops, in August and November 2010, that took place in Gulu with support of the peacebuilding NGO, International Alert.
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